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World Council of Churches 
Conference on World Mission and Evangelism 

“Moving in the Spirit: Called to Transforming Discipleship” 
Arusha, Tanzania, 8-13 March 2018 

 

Conference Report 
 
 
Moved by the Spirit  
The theme of the Conference “Moving in the Spirit: Called to Transforming Discipleship” 
suggests a movement of God’s people on a Spirit-led pilgrimage that is both ecumenical and 
transformative in character and purpose. With its broad participation from Protestant, 
Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Evangelical, Pentecostal, and African Instituted Churches, the 
Conference showed that the nature and character of mission and evangelism is truly multi-
directional and multi-facetted. It indicated that there is not one centre but many centres 
impacting, shaping, and informing the understanding and practice of mission and 
evangelism in our time. Those present in Arusha were people from many parts of the world 
and of different ages, cultures, experiences, perspectives and orientations, each with stories 
of suffering and struggle as well as of hope and determination, celebrating the richness of 
the diversity of God’s creation. Together we were able to adopt and issue the “Arusha Call 
to Discipleship” as an expression of our unity in the transforming mission of God in the 
world.  
 
The Conference offered multiple spaces for joyful celebrations, mutual sharing and learning, 
and theological reflection. It offered rich opportunities to be in God’s presence, rejoicing 
and lamenting before the Triune God. The participants met for daily prayers– in the 
morning, at noon, and in the evening – which proved to be a well from which we drank 
deeply, finding unity and inspiration. Together with the daily Bible studies our shared 
experience of worship became key when discerning what Christian discipleship involves 
today. Sharing our stories together was significant, both in the plenary sessions, the table 
talks and during the Warshas (workshops - a Kiswahili term that conveys the idea of 
discerning together on critical and cutting-edge issues through sharing of experiences and 
knowledge). Guided and empowered by the Word of God, enriched by powerful musical and 
artistic performances, and encouraged by the multitude of songs and prayers from all over 
the world, the Conference affirmed its commitment to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ in 
life, word and deed. 
 
The Conference was deeply moved by the hospitality and generosity shown by the local host 
committee and the welcome extended by the All Africa Conference of Churches. The 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania, in close cooperation with churches of various 
denominational affiliation in the region, worked tirelessly with the practical arrangements 
throughout the week to make all the participants feel comfortable and at home. Not least 
the ambitious programme on the Sunday morning when all the participants were offered 
rich opportunities to worship in local congregations in the region.  
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Besides the thematic plenaries and the ensuing collective reflections - on the Theme, 
Evangelism, Mission from the Margins, Missional Formation and Embracing the Cross, the 
conference was also greatly enriched by Warshas. These brought people together in small 
groups around specific issues and challenges through sharing of experiences of struggle and 
opportunities for change. Nearly 60 of such Warshas were organised under the broad 
categories of Migration, Evangelism, Life in all its fullness, Diversity, and Formation.  
 
There were also three sessions of Sokoni (a Kiswahili term which means a market place for 
exchange) to share ideas, experiences, skills and celebrate. These sessions were around the 
dreams and visions of young people, women, and the movements of the marginalised 
communities.  
 
In an effort to enrich the ongoing reflections on Mission from the Margins, the conferences 
of Indigenous Young People, People with Disabilities, and Women, preceded the main 
conference. These groups have often been objects and victims of certain expressions of 
mission and evangelism. These gatherings provided a rich array of experiences and 
opportunities to imagine more authentic forms of mission and evangelism in an increasingly 
exclusionary world.  
 
Inspired by Africa 
The Conference drew inspiration from the African context in which it met. In the sequence 
of World Mission Conferences that began in Edinburgh in 1910 this was only the second to 
be held in Africa, sixty years after meeting at Achimota in Ghana in 1958. Tanzania with its 
religious plurality, pursuit of social justice, commitment to peace and unity, and ethic of 
hospitality provided a congenial context in which to hold the Conference. Besides its natural 
beauty Arusha has been distinguished as a centre within the continent for the resolution of 
disputes, the administration of justice, advocacy of human rights and promotion of 
economic development.  It is also an area where church life has been shaped by the East 
African Revival and finds vibrant expression today. The Conference was greatly enlivened by 
young people from local churches who memorably contributed to its worship and 
deliberations. 
 
Exposure to African spirituality and story-telling was both challenging and refreshing for the 
Conference. The “thirst for God” that is found at the core of African life reminded the 
Conference that faith is a matter of the heart, that orthodoxy and orthopraxis need to be 
complemented by orthokardia (spirituality). While the joy of the gospel was abundantly 
evident, the Conference was also made aware of the struggles of African communities with 
forms of Christianity that were complicit in colonialism or culturally alienating. Hearing from 
participants from the African Instituted Churches and the Pentecostal Churches allowed the 
Conference to appreciate their contribution to reshaping African spirituality. The numerical 
growth of African Christianity is impressive on any reckoning yet the churches remain 
challenged by the extent of the poverty, disease and conflict that inflict suffering on many. 
More positively, Africans’ deep awareness of the relational dimension of life and the 
importance of community helped the Conference to recover life-giving biblical values. 
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Informed by Together Towards Life 
This was the first World Mission Conference to be held since the WCC’s adoption of the new 
mission affirmation Together Towards Life in 2012. It was evident from the discussions at 
the Conference that TTL has redrawn the landscape so far as mission and evangelism is 
concerned and has provided a new conceptual framework for missiological thinking.  
 
Leading themes of TTL carried forward strongly into the Conference. The pneumatological 
turn taken by TTL in regard to the mission of God was reflected in the first part of the 
Conference title: “Moving in the Spirit”. TTL’s call for “transformative spirituality” was 
echoed in the second part of the Conference title: “Called to Transforming Discipleship”.  
 
Other distinctive notes of TTL that resonated in the Conference include: the new landscape 
of world Christianity, a Trinitarian understanding of mission, fullness of life as missiological 
criterion, the flourishing of creation, God’s economy of life, mission from the margins, 
healing and wholeness, unity and community, humble yet affirmative evangelism, interfaith 
dialogue and cultural sensitivity.  
 
At the same time, by turning attention to discipleship, a theme that is little developed in 
TTL, the Conference found a fresh focus for a vision of mission that draws deeply from TTL. 
 
The Conference was conscious that to be a disciple of Christ is a matter of faith and that it is 
from the affirmation of our faith that we discern the path of discipleship in our time. 
Therefore in face of today’s challenges the Conference affirmed that there is a faith that we 
can and do hold. 
 
Challenged by our Global Crisis 
Taking account of our global situation the Conference recognized that we are living in times 
when our shared life is volatile, uncertain, fragile and fragmented. In some ways the issues 
that trouble us are not new but there is a sense that matters are escalating and there is 
need for new urgency in addressing them.  
 
The Conference lamented the ascendancy of death-dealing forces: the nationalism and 
fundamentalism that foment hatred, the militarism that stokes conflict, the greed that 
concentrates resources in the hands of the few at the expense of the many, and a new type 
of colonialism associated with the despotic reach of the culture of money.  
 
As the Conference heard from CWME Moderator Geervarghese Coorilos:  

There are new incarnations of Caesar. There are new avatars of Herod. There are new 
emperors. This is a new imperial era where numerous “little empires” are being created 
within the orbit of a “mega empire” that is working in hegemonic ways. 

 
In Arusha, we heard about issues such as forced migration, disease and its effects on the 
population, ecological degradation, war and conflict, gender inequalities, exclusion and 
marginalization, appropriation of land, poverty and unemployment, and a reduction of 
social welfare and security. These issues are reflected and replicated in all regions of the 
globe and they are escalating. 
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When we analyse the causes of these injustices, we see one economic system producing the 
gross accumulation of wealth for 1% of the world’s population. This global imperial system 
has made the financial market one of the idols of our time and it has strengthened cultures 
of domination and discrimination that continue to marginalize and exclude millions, forcing 
them into conditions of vulnerability and exploitation. Continual exploitation of God’s 
creation to obtain and maintain this economic system is creating conditions of ecological 
degradation.  
 
Today’s world—where so many face the ravages of climate change, fear of the other, 
uncontrolled conflicts, hatred and discrimination, violence and displacement, unrelenting 
poverty and the merciless domination of market forces—is a world that cries out for 
transformation. There is a need for the kind of authentic discipleship that will offer, and live 
out, convincing answers to this cry.  
 
Expressing hope that the Conference would open new possibilities for the ecumenical 
community for a creative engagement with the world, Jooseop Keum, Director of CWME, 
said,  

The missionary movement has both inspired and given birth to the modern ecumenical 
movement during the last century as the churches have sought to respond to the 
challenges of history and to be witnesses to the good news of Jesus Christ for the world 
through visible unity…The world is broken. Therefore, it is imperative for the ecumenical 
movement to boldly witness the unity in the Triune God and to live it out for the unity of 
humanity. The world is yearning for a Christian discipleship which reconciles the broken 
and troubled world. In order to do so, unity of the church and mission is not an optional 
agenda. 

 
Jin S. Kim, pastor of All Nations Church in Minneapolis, USA, charted a pathway for those 
seeking to follow Christ in this contemporary context, calling for a collective Christian 
response that proposes alternatives to an unjust world: 

Christians are to be called out of a sick society built on the evils of racism, sexism, 
militarism, exploitation, ecocide and destructive competition. We are to create a new 
community of love…. We will have to participate in the broader economic system, but we 
will not allow capitalist dogma to influence our internal economics. We will draw people 
from our immediate context of great brokenness, but our mission will include the casting 
out of imperial demons and the healing of bodies and souls so that we can relate rightly 
to our God, our neighbours (human and non-human), and God’s good green earth.  

 
Called to Deepen our Discipleship 
Discipleship is not something that begins with ourselves: “You have not chosen me, but I 
have chosen you” (John 15.16). It begins with a call that comes from beyond ourselves, the 
call that comes from our Lord Jesus Christ: “Come, follow me” (Matthew 4:19). One of the 
best-known features of Jesus’ ministry is that he called certain individuals to follow him, to 
be his disciples. 
 
Therefore, discipleship is an invitation both to a relationship and to a vocation. A 
relationship that is humble, vulnerable and mutual, and finds itself growing in following 
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Christ, in Christ’s own ways, and in finding God at work in situations of strife and struggle, 
and in empowering people to resist and transform structures and cultures in the name of 
the Triune God. It is, therefore, a vocation of collaborating with God for the transformation 
of the world.  
 
The Conference sought to hear this call afresh, to deepen our understanding of what it 
means in today’s context, and to engage ourselves more whole-heartedly and more 
comprehensively in the life of discipleship. Instead of being preoccupied with institutional 
conformity or with securing power and wealth for ourselves, we heard anew Christ’s call to 
take the risky path of following him. We have been stirred both to deepen our inward 
spiritual life and to express our discipleship in outgoing engagement with the world around 
us.  
 
The Conference asserted that discipleship is a vocation of transformation. It has the 
missionary character in that it is led by the Spirit to find God at work in contexts of time and 
space that are in need of transformation. First, the very idea of discipleship needs to be 
transformed. Discipleship is often understood merely in the sense of being a church 
member or practising personal piety. The Conference sought to go further by thinking of 
discipleship as a matter of being actively engaged in continuing Jesus’ mission in the world. 
In Pope Francis’ phrase we are called to be “missionary disciples”. This will involve us, in our 
local contexts, in stepping outside the walls of the church and living out our faith in the 
spaces of everyday life. 
 
Secondly, we are called to be disciples who are constantly open to being transformed, 
individually and communally, in our following of Jesus. Discipleship commits us to embark 
on a spiritual journey and to adopt a way of life that reflects the Lord Jesus in our actions, 
words, and attitudes. As the Lausanne Movement’s Cape Town Commitment stated in 2010:  

We need intensive efforts to train all God’s people in whole-life discipleship, which 
means to live, think, work, and speak from a biblical worldview and with missional 
effectiveness in every place or circumstance of daily life and work. 

 
The Conference was conscious that in many contexts “discipleship” is not a term in everyday 
use and therefore sought language that might help to explain what it involves. Being “Christ-
connected” was a phrase that found resonance – living the whole of our lives in close 
connection with Jesus Christ. It is not shared ideals that unite us but rather our 
connectedness to Christ, our living Saviour and Lord. 
 
Third, we are called to be disciples who have transforming effect, and as such we are 
privileged to join in the mission of the triune God, to move in the Spirit, to work together 
towards life, to live out the values of the kingdom of God, to engage in mission from the 
margins and to humbly bear witness to Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. True discipleship 
creates a movement of resistance and hope, countering the death-dealing forces of our time 
and discovering fullness of life.  
 
Dhiloraj Ranjit Canagasabey, Anglican Bishop of Colombo, offered the Conference a vision of 
the life of discipleship: 
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The discipleship which is cast on us at our baptism has both an internal and external 
dimension. Our inner, personal discipleship arises through our prayer life, our study of 
and reflection on the scriptures, through the sacraments and worship and through our 
sharing with fellow believers. We are additionally strengthened through our discipleship 
within our families and in our worshipping communities. This results in our discipleship in 
the footsteps of Jesus, bearing witness to the values of His kingdom in our communities, 
wider society and in our nation.  

 
Disciples Caring for Creation 
To be worthy missionary disciples we need to be open to the wonder and mystery of 
creation, transformed by its beauty and called to action by its suffering. God has given us 
the responsibility to care for the earth, its natural resources and our environment. We have 
much to learn from Indigenous people who have demonstrated a greater level of respect for 
our Mother Earth, recognizing that pollution from the use of fossil fuels and other mineral 
extractions does not bring honour and is not beneficial to nature and the long-term survival 
of the inhabitants of the earth. If evangelism is to bring good news today, it needs to entail 
the kenosis that puts the long-term sustainability of the earth ahead of our own short-term 
comfort and convenience. As TTL states: “Humanity cannot be saved alone while the rest of 
the created world perishes. Eco-justice cannot be separated from salvation, and salvation 
cannot come without a new humility that respects the needs of all life on earth.” (§23) 
 
A significant gesture was made by participants in GETI (Global Ecumenical Theological 
Institute), who made an important contribution to the Conference. During their pre-
Conference programme they planted twelve Mringaringa Trees on the campus of the 
Tumaini University, Makumira, an activity dedicated to the 70th anniversary of the World 
Council of Churches. Another meaningful gesture was the re-usable water bottles that were 
issued to Conference participants, without which thousands of empty plastic bottles would 
have been left in Tanzania. 
 
Disciples at the Margins 
“Mission from the Margins” was a key affirmation that was constantly heard and asserted 
right through the conference. It indicated a new paradigm shift in missiological discourse.  
“Mission from the Margins” implies affirming the agency of those marginalized, 
participating in their struggles and sharing their hopes, overcoming the marginalizing 
tendencies, and resisting and confronting the forces of marginalization and exclusion in our 
specific contexts of the world. “Mission from the Margins” can remain rhetoric, if conscious 
attempts are not made to avoid patronizing the marginalized, imposing solutions from 
positions of privilege, power and safety without entering into their life-worlds of suffering 
and struggle. Based on this premise, the idea of “transforming discipleship” inspired many 
creative articulations.  
 
In an unjust and exclusionary world, the gospel of Christ continues to rise from the margins 
and challenge the mighty to lay down their power and make way for the coming of justice. 
The gospel of Christ breaks out from communities that are despised but that turn out to be 
the most important of all. To that extent, ‘Mission from the margins’ is not a mere option 
but an essential way of collaborating with God in today’s world. As TTL explains, those at the 
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margins testify to the sinfulness of the world.  Confronting and transforming the forces that 
marginalize and exclude people is an important aspect of Christian discipleship.  
 
Indigenous peoples continue to suffer discrimination and exploitation at the hands of the 
powerful, yet their wisdom may hold the key to the future. Despite advances in gender 
awareness worldwide, women continue to be treated unequally and to suffer painfully at 
the hands of male power. Minority groups in many contexts experience discrimination, their 
culture and their very humanity treated with scant respect. 
 
Through a message from the Women’s Pre-Conference event the Conference was made 
aware of how much remains to be done to achieve gender justice. In this regard churches 
and mission agencies have often been culprits as they have omitted to recognise the huge 
contribution made by women in mission over many years.  
 
The Indigenous Youth held a pre-Conference meeting that passionately called for the agency 
of marginalized people to be recognised. They also made the point that the oppression they 
experience has been highlighted many times before. Now it is time for the churches to act! 
  
As the main speaker in the Mission from the Margins plenary, an Indigenous young woman, 
asserted on behalf of all the indigenous peoples:  

I am Adi Mariana Waqa, I am poor, I am bound, I am unfavoured, I am oppressed! But I 
am a precious child made in the Image of God. I have agency, I am worthy, I have a voice, 
and I am free! I am free because I live and walk in the Spirit! I am free and I joyfully bear 
God’s Good News and hope as Christ’s disciple from the margins transforming the world. 
Thanks be to God!  

 
Disciples Committed to Evangelism 
Christ’s call to discipleship has been distorted when responsibility for Christian witness has 
been delegated to professionals; baptism is a call to discipleship and we are all called to 
follow the way of Christ in every dimension of our lives.  
 
Across the world church we are living through a rediscovery of the reality that the mandate 
for evangelism is not restricted to any select group, but is given to all disciples of Jesus 
Christ. Evangelism is from everyone to everyone, extending to all the invitation to personal 
conversion to a new life in Christ. 
 
When evangelism seeks conversion it means change in the evangelist as well as the 
evangelized. It is not to be understood as manipulating someone else into my own likeness. 
Rather together we are called toward new life in Christ, calling the whole creation to 
abundant life in inclusive community. 
 
If we wish evangelism to be convincing today, the first thing we must do is to be disciples. 
Humility and sacrifice are urgently needed to liberate the gospel from captivity to projects 
of self-aggrandizement. The more we are true disciples of Christ, the more effective our 
evangelism will be. 
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Disciples Reaching Across Religious Boundaries 
The Conference was impressed by the mutual respect and ease of interaction between 
different religious communities that prevails in many parts of Africa (and beyond). With 
sharp challenges to face at personal, communal and national levels, in many contexts 
Christians have been creative in finding ways to work together across religious boundaries. 
 
It is time to disown the model of evangelism as conquest and instead promote partnership, 
dialogue and collaboration with believers of other religious traditions. It is time to redraw 
the boundary lines of religious differences, so that they become way markers to peace, not 
battle lines for violence. “Come, Holy Spirit, heal and reconcile” – the prayer of the Athens 
World Mission Conference in 2005 is now more relevant than ever.  
 
A comprehensive orientation to the mission of God calls for a welcoming and hospitable 
way of life that is affirmative and bridge-building. People of other faiths are to be welcomed 
in the process of learning and formation. Inter-religious encounters and the mutual learning 
they offer need to be a part of missional formation. Therefore, theological education and 
congregational learning processes need to be implemented in a manner that enables an 
integrated inter-religious participation without compromising Christian identity.  
 
Disciples Sensitive to the Trends of Secularisation  
Secularisation is not a rejection of faith or being religious; rather, it should be regarded as a 
characteristic of the context in which both Christians and others view certain expressions of 
religious beliefs and practice. This has implications for the way in which mission pursued 
today. Mission in secularized contexts requires sustained dialogue between Christian beliefs 
(gospel values) and the common convictions about life and the world. It also implies finding 
life-affirming allies, partnering for the sake of the common pilgrimage for justice and peace. 
In doing so, we celebrate and share the joy of Christ’s gospel in an invitational and 
respectful manner. Proclamation and discernment are inter-related and mutually 
dependent as a dual dimension of discipleship in such contexts.  
 
On the other hand, in contexts where secular polities of public life are threatened by certain 
dominant religious beliefs and traditions that marginalize and violate the dignity and rights 
of religious minorities, transforming discipleship asserts freedom of religion or belief.  It 
nurtures and supports ideological struggles that promote just and inclusive expressions of 
common life. It does not call for de-secularization in order to become Christians. Rather it 
seeks to identify the contours of salvation that have already been created by the Spirit, 
while also discerning life-denying forces and idols in every sphere of life 
 
Disciples Committing to Community 
In a world that prizes individuality, at a time when society is increasingly atomized, and in a 
context where people are polarized by identity politics, Christ calls his disciples to 
community. Following him means moving away from a self-centred life to find fulfillment in 
generous self-giving—the way of Christ. The journey is one that transforms and shapes the 
lives of others; a journey not to be made alone, but together. Discipleship is not only vertical 
but also horizontal in its scope and expression.  
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In individualized societies, the perception of what is important and what is true is being 
shaped increasingly by personal experience instead of a transfer of tradition, knowledge and 
facts. Therefore, the church must find ways to let people experience the importance and 
meaning of being disciples together. Of great importance are baptism and eucharist, both 
reminding people that they are part of the movement of God’s Spirit in this world. Elites, 
distances and divisions based on social constructs of power and privilege have no place in 
the community that God wants to create.  
 
The Ecumenical Disability Network (EDAN) played an important role at the Conference, 
bringing from their pre-Conference meeting a deep concern for inclusion and an 
understanding that moving in the Spirit involves sensitivity to those who are not yet 
included. Overcoming cultures and practices of discrimination and exclusion that deny the 
dignity and rights of others, was held forth as an important indicator of the work of the 
Spirit.   
 
Too often churches have been comfortable clubs for “people like us” and have been easily 
abused to assert the interests of one identity set against others. Today we urgently need 
churches that break down the dividing walls of hostility and practise radical hospitality, 
living out the reconciliation and unity promised by Christ and forged by the Spirit. Too often 
churches have been inward-looking and preoccupied with their own internal concerns. 
Today we urgently need churches that are mainly and foremost churches in mission - agents 
of the Spirit in the transformation of the world. All of this calls for formation, an intentional 
journey of becoming disciples together.  
 
Disciples Modelling Leadership 
Alongside the need to denounce the greed for power, wealth and privilege in the life of our 
churches, the Conference also pointed out the ways in which leadership is understood and 
exercised in our communities, churches, and Christian organizations. Unfortunately, some in 
our leadership structures today seem more preoccupied with privilege and power that come 
with their positions rather than with their calling to responsible stewardship. The 
Conference asserted, “We are called to be formed as servant leaders who demonstrate the 
way of Christ in a world that privileges power, wealth, and the culture of money”. 
 
Too often the church has been molded by prevailing patterns of the surrounding world, its 
leaders seeking power and wealth for themselves rather than modelling the sacrificial 
service seen in Christ. Today we urgently need church leaders who are, first and foremost, 
disciples, walking in the Spirit, forming and guiding communities that take the way of Jesus. 
Youth delegates reminded the Conference of the importance of discipleship being worked 
out in real life contexts. 
 
Transforming discipleship in the spirit of Mission from the Margins creates for us a 
possibility to reset the ways in which we exercise power, share leadership and organize our 
partnerships in mission.  As leaders, it is important for us to grasp that we must disciple in 
the context of relationship. One reason Jesus had such a lasting impact on his disciples is 
that he lived his message before them daily. He was both message and method. By walking 
with Jesus, they saw how he lived his faith in the real world. He prayed before them. He fed 
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the poor. He had compassion on the multitudes. He healed the sick. In other words, he lived 
the life that he wanted to reproduce in his disciples. 
 
This vision of discipleship is geared to the formation of leaders who are equipped not only 
intellectually, but particularly at the level of spiritual discernment and personal 
transformation. It fosters a radical openness to the Spirit of God that finds expression in 
leadership marked by mutuality, reciprocity, humility and interdependence. It provokes a 
radical openness to others that is life-affirming and profound in its integrity. This openness 
and humility have clear implications: respect, rights and dignity are not denied on the bases 
of the cultures of domination, discrimination and exclusion.  
 
In today’s global context, there is a formation that presents a sharp challenge to Christian 
discipleship. The culture of money seeks to define and dominate every aspect of human 
activity and every creature of God’s world.  It forms possessor-consumers to be compliant 
constituents of an economically constructed world.  This formation influences both thought 
and behaviour.  Capturing individuals and communities, it aspires to draw a comprehensive 
map of our human and ecological future. The human soul and human community are 
stunted by the institutionalization and amplification of greed in an unrestrained market 
society. The integrity and well-being of creation is directly and dangerously threatened. We 
must engage in a determined attempt to present, for this generation, a faithful alternative 
to the spiritual formation offered by the culture of money. This calls not only for prophetic 
critique but for practical, local action to build an alternative economy, one that is just and 
sustainable. 
 
A spirituality of resilience is at the centre of the theological and missional formation for 
discipleship. It requires the formation of communities of Christians that are resilient in the 
face of injustice, that are humble and courageous in persistently challenging the unjust 
system.  
 
As the Conference heard from Mutale Mulenga-Kaunda in its opening plenary: 

The kind of resistance needed in the struggle against the life denying forces requires that 
the followers of Jesus Christ are filled with the life giving Spirit of God that alone can 
equip people with the necessary resources for transformative discipleship….Disciples are 
formed through a process of belonging, believing, becoming and participating in order to 
live out the mission of God as demonstrated through Christ’s mission in the church. 

 
Disciples Taking up the Cross 
Discipleship is a costly vocation. It is a matter of being broken and poured out for others in 
the service of mission. Where our ministries have become self-seeking, consumerist and 
prosperity-oriented, we need to hear anew Christ’s call to take up our cross and follow him 
(Luke 9.23). We have far too often presented Christian vocation in ways that avoided 
disturbing the status quo and interpreted it as good behaviour of humility, resilience, 
servanthood, sacrifice, gentleness, cordial interpersonal relationships, etc.  Furthermore, it 
is risky because it involves confronting, exposing and resisting such hostile forces as the rise 
of populist politics, the revival of racism and xenophobia, corporate greed, inequality and 
injustice in the global economy, renewed danger of nuclear warfare and threats to the 
integrity of the earth itself. Behind all of these forces are powerful vested interests that will 
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not take kindly to being challenged. Transforming discipleship is not going to be cheap. It 
requires us to step out of our comfort zones. 
 
The Conference was reminded of the definition of missionary discipleship given by Mission 
and Evangelism: An Ecumenical Affirmation in 1982: 

The self-emptying of the servant who lived among the people, sharing in their hopes and 
sufferings, giving his life on the cross for all humanity - this was Christ’s way of 
proclaiming the good news, and as disciples we are summoned to follow the same way. 

 
Today, empires are striking back in new forms, with their own dictatorial requirements of 
allegiance to mammon, market, consumerism, militarism, sexism, racism, fascism and 
fundamentalism. Bearing the cross implies a willingness to confront the logic of the empire 
and to lay down our lives for the sake of Christ and the gospel. As Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
wrote: “when Christ calls a man (or woman) he bids him/her to come and die”.  
 
On its final day the Conference was reminded by His Holiness Mor Ignatius Aphrem II, 

Patriarch of Antioch and All the East and Supreme Head of the Universal Syrian Orthodox 
Church, that this martyr path is a reality for many disciples today: 

Christians face rejection in their societies. Severe forms of rejection lead to persecution 
where hatred is expressed in the forms of violence and the desire to exterminate. 
Christians throughout the world are victims of persecution; large numbers of Christian 
communities in all continents face persecution on a daily basis. It comes in different 
forms and varies greatly: it can be the lack of freedom of religious beliefs, or actively 
killing innocent children or families while they are peacefully praying or worshipping the 
Lord. 

In our neighbourhoods and globally, there are examples of peaceful co-existence but also of 
inter-religious intolerance, bigotry, violence, and persecution. God has given us the ministry 
of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18). The last thematic plenary, entitled “Embracing the 
Cross”, drew attention to the role of the Christian churches as peace builders in the midst of 
persecution and violence. Bringing hope might imply relief efforts, involvement in advocacy 
and development work, and actively supporting various forms of inter-religious encounters 
particularly among younger generations. Moreover, the Conference sought answers to the 
question of what is a faithful response when our neighbours of another religion become 
targets of hatred and violence? How are we called, as disciples of Christ, to embrace the 
cross for their sake?  

As stated by Lutheran theologian from the USA, Rev. Kathryn Mary Lohre:  

There is a unique role … for the churches to play. We are just beginning to understand 
that equipping disciples for mission and evangelism today must include not only religious 
literacy and interreligious competencies but also the courage and humility to embrace 
the cross for the sake of our neighbours of other religions and worldviews, and to defend 
them against discrimination, bigotry, racism, and violence, regardless of its source. 
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Moving in the Spirit as Pilgrims of Justice and Peace 
We are led by the Holy Spirit to become pilgrims, journeying together, guided by the vision 
of God’s reign of justice and peace. Through spiritual renewal in Christ, we are called and led 
to be agents of transformation. As we heard in the sermon preached by Collin Cowan at the 
Sending Service: 

Jesus’ calling of his first disciples was set in the context of the forces of empire that 
tempted him with popularity and pleasure over the principles of obedience and 
faithfulness to God. Jesus having resisted the temptations, presented himself to the 
community as one not easily sold to the scandal of seduction.  His call “Come, follow me” 
is a statement of rejection of the status quo, and a declaration of an alternative. It is an 
invitation to defy the established order, divesting oneself of all that is known and held 
dear, to participate in God’s work of transformation…. being ready to go against the grain 
of culture, to confront power, challenge status quo and exemplify a lifestyle marked by 
courage to stand up for what is right and commitment to do justice, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with God (Micah 6:8).   

 
In its final Plenary, after full discussion and debate, the Conference adopted and issued the 
Arusha Call to Discipleship (see Appendix 2). 
 
The Next Agenda 
Through its diverse inputs from all across the globe – in the Plenary sessions, the table talks, 
the Warshas, and the Sokonis - the Conference offered an excellent opportunity to reflect 
on the meaning and implications of mission and evangelism today and to engage in these in 
ways that are relevant and credible. It clearly showed that the churches engagements in 
mission are truly an ecumenical enterprise when calling the Christian communities to 
adequately address, respond and act together. 
 
In the light of what has been heard, said, and expressed during the Conference, the 
Harvesting Committee suggests the following as issues calling for sustained attention from 
the CWME in the coming years:  

• Mission as transforming discipleship in light of the reception of the Arusha Call 2018.  

• Mission from the margins as a paradigm for our time. 

• Mission and evangelism in a multi-religious world.  

• The relationship of mission, evangelism, and development work. 

• The relationship of costly discipleship and Christian unity. 
 
 

“If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit” (Galatians 5:25). 
 
 


